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AHBA Trial
Friday, June 22, 2012

Northfield, MN

HRD Trial Course – Sheep
Judged according to the Working Kelpie Council of 

Australian National Kelpie Field Trial Championship guidelines
(http://www.wkc.org.au/Trial-NKFTC-Judging-Guidelines.php)

Directions:  I-35 to State Hwy 19 (Exit 69),  Go east on State Hwy 19 to State 
Hwy 3,  Go south on State Hwy 3 to County Road 1, Go east on County Road 1 
to stop sign, Go straight at stop sign onto County Road 81 for 2 miles, Turn south 
onto Ibson Ave., Trial site is first place on the right,  Look for “Windy Acres 
Stockdogs” sign.

AHBA Secretary
C/O Lawrences
11190 Ibson Ave.
Northfield, MN  55057

Dated Material
Please Rush!!!



HRD Course Description
Legend: 

HP – Handlers Post
SO – Set Out
G* - Gate
P* - Pen
LH* - Livestock Handling area

Course Time is 20 minutes

This course is modeled after the WKC National Kelpie Trial, and  will be judged in 
accordance with the WKC Judging Guidelines found at http://www.wkc.org.au/

Judging Guidelines:

“The Course: 
The course as set in the National Kelpie Trial is designed to access the ability of kelpies 
to carry out effective work under conditions simulating paddock and yard conditions. 
Points allotted are a maximum of 70 for fieldwork and 30 for yard work. 

Cast Lift & Draw: 
The cast should be wide enough that the sheep are not unsettled before the cast is 
completed. The ideal is a free-running cast with the dog steadying and lifting the sheep 
cautiously. The dog should stop in the position where he has most control before 
commencing the draw and fetch. The sheep should be delivered to the handler in the 
circle in as straight a line as possible; the handler is free to move to any position within 
the circle. The sheep, on delivery to the circle, should be steadied but do not necessarily 
have to be halted. The judge will indicate when the sheep have been steadied to his 
satisfaction.The sheep are then taken in as straight line as possible to the yards. The 
handler should stand with one hand on the open gate at yards until sheep are in. 

Yard Work: 
Throughout the work in the yards, the handler should take up his position at each gate. If 
this position is not maintained points are deducted. However, he may assist the dog at any 
time for the loss of points, according to the amount of assistance given. 
If any sheep are distressed or down, they must be assisted to their feet with no penalty 
incurred, except in the case where the dog causes the sheep to go down. 
Overworking and unnecessary aggression, causing the sheep to jam, should be penalised. 
A free flow around the yards is the aim, with the least possible stress to the sheep. In the 
case of stubborn sheep, barking, light nipping and mouthing of sheep by dogs is 
permitted. The latter two may incur a penalty. Severe biting must mean disqualification. 
Dogs are allowed to start sheep in race and draft by pulling topknot of sheep whilst 
backing.The handler must fasten all gates in the yard and loses points (maximum of 2 
points) if not done.In the event of a sheep jumping into a wrong yard, the worker should 
return the sheep to correct yard for a loss of points. If, however, a sheep jumps out of 



the perimeter of the yards it shall be deemed a LOST SHEEP and trial will 
terminate. Whilst working in the yards, any method can be used to fill the race and draft, 
but effectiveness is the criterion of the work and points allocated accordingly, ie if a dog 
goes over the sheep and they do not move to the desired position, points should be 
deducted for ineffective work. Points should also be deducted for a dog being in the 
wrong position or wrong yard to carry out the Work to be done. If a dog leaves the area 
of the yards it should be disqualified. 

Drafting: 
When drafting, the worker may attempt to fill the race before taking his place at the 
drafting gate. If sheep refuse to enter the race the worker may assist by starting them off, 
for a loss of points each time a sheep is handled. Any mistakes in drafting must be 
corrected for a penalty of 2 points per mistake. 

Obstacles 
On leaving yards with drafted sheep, they must be kept on a right hand course to the 
obstacles, with sheep travelling as quietly as possible and with the dog in a position of 
control at all times. Any unwarranted assistance given at obstacles should be heavily 
penalised and all points for an obstacle deducted if the assistance given so warrants. 

Length of Trial 
The time for the trial should be at least 15 minutes and possibly more if the cast is over 
200 yards. Crossing outside the yards should incur disqualification unless a drive is 
included in the course. “

Elements:
1. Gather:  5 Sheep will be placed in Pasture A near the Set Out (SO). Handler will 

remain within the Casting Circle. Once the sheep are brought to the handler, the 
handler will proceed to the yard through P2.

2. Yard Work:

Mixing field sheep with yard sheep is an automatic NQ. 
Losing a sheep from the yard area is an automatic NQ.

a. Penwork: Handler will proceed through P2/G8 (there is a gate on either 
end). There will be 20 sheep in both P4 & P5. Take 20 sheep out of the 
marked pen and into the yard, and place in tub. Handler will proceed to H1 
upon closing the gate to the tub.

b. Sorting Chute: Pack the sorting chute. HRD3: Mark 5 sheep for sorting. 
Handler will proceed to H2 upon completion marking.

c. Sort: Sort 5 sheep into P6, allow the other 15 out into the yard. HRD3: 
Must sort off the 5 marked sheep. Place the 15 unmarked sheep in empty 



P4/P5. Take the 5 sheep from P6 and place them in P4/P5 with the 15 
sheep.

d. Handler will proceed to P2, collect the 5 sheep there and proceed to the 
trial arena.

3. Fetch/Drive to First Panel.
a. HRD1, the handler may fetch the panels. 
b. HRD2 the handler may proceed ½ the distance to the panels.
c. HRD3 the handler is required to stay at the gate and drive the stock to the 

first panel.

4. Fetch/Cross-Drive to Y-Trap. 
a. HRD1, the handler may fetch to the Y-Trap. 
b. HRD2, once the sheep clear the panels, the handler may proceed West 

staying South of the handlers line to execute a cross-drive to the Y-Trap. 
c. HRD3, the handler is required to stay at the gate and drive the stock to the 

Y-Trap.
The drive ends when the stock are in an area 10ft in front of the Y-Trap.

5. Y-Trap: The Y-Trap is essentially a free standing Y chute with a gate at the 
exhaust. The goal here is to test the dogs ability to hold the stock within the 
obstacle while the handler proceeds around the obstacle and opens the gate.

6. Repen. Once the stock have exhausted the Y-Trap the handler should proceed to 
the trailer/pen and place the stock in it. Time stops when the stock are in 
trailer/pen, and the door is shut.
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